
Matt. 14:13-21 

Come and share in the feast 
of the 2007  

General Assembly. 

Join Disciples from across 
the United States and Can-

ada to hear outstanding 
speakers and participate in 
powerful worship services, 
new learning tracks and 

hands-on Mission. 

Look for registration materi-
als or register online at 

www.disciples.org 

More on Page 3 

Each year Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) congregations are encouraged to 
participate in the special Christmas Offer-
ing which goes to support the work and 
ministries of the Christian Church in their 
Regions.   

The Christmas Offering is extremely 
important for the work of the Southwest 
Region because it is a significant portion of 
the 2007 Regional budget and every bit of 
the offering received from congregations in 

the Southwest Region is returned to the 
Region. 

With your Christmas offering you fund 
ministries of the Region that support your 
congregation through calling of new minis-
ters, licensing, ordaining and maintaining 
current ministers; growing faithful disciples 
through camps, conferences, youth minis-
tries and ministries to men and women; 
and sharing in mission with projects, trips, 
and ecumenical partnerships. 

God s Gifts Enough for All to Share 
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Thanksgiving Offering 

Christmas Special Offering  -  December 17 and 24      

The Thanksgiving Special Offering benefits the 
14 colleges and universities and 7 theological institu-
tions that receive funding from the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).      

These institutions have pledged to serve and care 
for Disciples students and the church and to work in 

cooperation to produce leaders for the church. 

    The fourteen Disciples colleges and universities 
serve 23,000 students in a wide variety of settings 
from large universities in metropolitan settings to 
smaller colleges in more rural communities.      

These Disciples-related colleges and uni-
versities take seriously their church-
relatedness and are committed to strong, lib-
eral arts, value-oriented, general education. 
They emphasize spiritual faith and values, and 
work to prepare students for life and leader-

ship.  

     The Disciples-related theological educa-
tion institutions are partners with the church 
in educating a ministry for the 21st century. 
While related to the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), they are, at the same 
time, globally and ecumenically connected. 
Currently, seven theological institutions are 
affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ), and three others are associated 
with Disciples Higher Education. 

Phone: 713.789.8822   Fax: 713.789.0996  Email: cpa@ccsw.org 

http://www.disciples.org


In 2006, Disciples of Christ youth groups raised over 
$92,000 through the Souper Bowl of Caring for anti- hun-

ger initiatives, including 
Week of Compassion, that 
help people who are hun-
gry in local communities 
and around the world.  
We are called by Jesus to 

feed the hungry people we 
see, said Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, General Minister and 
president of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.)  I 
encourage Disciples youth to participate in this ecumeni-
cal grassroots movement to transform the largest week-
end of football into the largest weekend of caring.

 

Over 300 Disciples youth groups have already registered 
to participate in the February 4, 2007 Souper Bowl of 
Caring.  We re encouraging Disciples youth to Stir It 
Up, said Rev. Amy Gopp, Week of Compassion Associ-

ate, referring to the Souper Bowl of Caring 2007 theme.  
Our goal is to help Disciples churches raise $150,000 

through Souper Bowl of Caring 2007, added Gopp.  To 
be counted in the national totals, each group must regis-
ter their participation at www.souperbowl.org. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring has set a nationwide goal of 
$8 million for 2007.  Almost $5 million was generated in 
Souper Bowl of Caring 2006 bringing the total to $33 mil-
lion since the effort began 16 years ago.  America s teens 
are transforming Super Bowl weekend into the nation s 
largest youth-led day of giving through Souper Bowl of 
Caring.  Asking for only $1 on one day  on or near Su-
per Bowl Sunday this event encourages people of all 
ages to care for their neighbors in need. 

Standing at church doors with soup pots, young people in 
all 50 states receive donations and every dollar raised is 
given to charities selected by each group. 

Disciples Youth Challenged to Fight Hunger by Joining the Souper Bowl Team 

As we approach the Thanksgiv-
ing Holiday and look forward to 
the Christmas Season it is my 
hope and prayer that we in the 
Coastal Plains Area will make 
these holiday seasons a Time of 
Celebration and Joy. During our 
Thanksgiving gathering of fam-
ily and/or friends, let us inten-
tionally set aside a time for eve-
ryone, young and old, to share 
two or three people or times of 
learning for which they are truly 
grateful.  At the Lynskey 
Thanksgiving Table we always 
go around the table and let each 
toddler, child, adult share their 
own thanksgivings. 

During the Christmas holiday I 
invite you as an individual to 
find a daily time to be in prayer 
with your God as you anticipate 
the celebration of God s child, 

Jesus, coming into the world 
again and anew.  Set a time, 
take three minutes and be pre-
sent with your Creator.   

Each day between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, intentionally 

pause two or three times, slow 
down, take a deep breath, let it 
out slowly, and know the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit is with 
you.  During these times, a 
matter of a few seconds, offer 
God a gift a few words spoken 
sacredly from your heart.  In 
doing this we honor God and in 

a real time way say, The inn of 
heart is not full, there is room 
for you, Our Lord.  Perhaps you 
can do these same things in 
your Sunday School class or in-
clude these kinds of things in 
your church s worship or do 
them together as a family.  

Before we find ourselves in the 
midst of the holiday season , 
before our calendars are over-
booked, our daily disciplines get 
overlooked, and our lives get 
overtaken, I invite you to make 
a commitment to give thanks to 
God, our Creator; to celebrate 
Jesus, our Savior, and  joyfully 
open your hearts to power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 

In Christ Love and Peace, 

Herb 
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...take a deep breath, let it out 

slowly, and know the presence of 

the Holy Spirit is with you.

  
herbsthyme... 

http://www.souperbowl.org


Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!  As your 
2006 -2008 CPA Moderator, I stand in a long line of 
faithful leaders who have served God and you 
through Coastal Plains Area.  In the season of grati-
tude and Thanksgiving, I hope you will take the op-
portunity to reflect upon the role of the larger 
church and its impact on your local church ministry. 

The Area serves us all in a variety of capaci-
t ies search and call, cont inuing educat ion for 
clergy and laity, licensed ministry, and especially 
through summer camp and conference/outdoor 
ministries for children, youth, and adults!  What I 
want you to consider is what would happen if some 
of these ministries were disbanded due to a lack of 
funding or staff leadership?  It is the same concern 
that we all face in our local congregations.  Rising 
expenses for necessities such as utilities, insurance, 
and staff benefits versus our desire to provide pro-
grams and vital mission and ministry. 

From 1990 to 2001, the giving to our local CPA 
congregations almost doubled.  Our Outreach giv-
ing for all the CPA churches by percentage out-
paced our operating increases.  At the same time in 

actual dollars our giving to Disciple Related or-
ganizations and ministries decreased!   In sum-
mary, we received more as individual congrega-
tions, gave away more to benevolent causes, and 
gave less to ensure the vitality of our congregations 
and the ministries that will nurture us collectively. 

As your Area Moderator, I want to challenge 
each congregation to join 3 -1-1, giving 3% of your 
operat ing budget to the Area s Operat ing Budget , 
1% for Disciples Camp and Conference Center, and 
1% for New Church and Congregational Vitality 
Ministries.  If all of us would rise to 5% of our 
total operating the 2007 Area budget would 
be over $500,000 more than double our cur-
rent budget.  Just imagine for a moment the min-
istry and resources we could provide if all of us 
would join together ensuring the vitality and future 
of the Coastal Plains Area. 

May we give with the same generous spirit that 
God has abundantly blessed us with! 

God s blessings, 

Rev. Todd Adams 

FROM THE MODERATOR 

Disciples will receive a Texas - sized welcome when they arrive 

 

I n Fo r t W or t h f o r t h e 2 0 0 7 Gen er a l Assem b ly , Ju ly 2 1 - 25.

 

Discip les l i t er a l l y w i l l " Sh ar e t h e Feast " in an a l l - Assem b ly Fiest a sch edu led f o r t h e ev en in g m eal b r eak on 

Su n day , Ju ly 2 2 . Celeb r at in g God ' s ab u n d an ce, t h e gat h er in g w i l l f ea t u r e l i v e ly f est iv a l - like entertainment, 

ethnic food, and fellowship in the Convention Hall. Disciples Young Adults will serve as hosts. 

The AssemblyTheme

 

     The them e of the Assembly, Com e Sh ar e t h e Feast , is 

based on Mat thew's account of Jesus feeding the crowd of 5,000 

men (plus women and children) and claims the abundance of 

God's grace and providence in the face of apparent adversity       

This text rem inds us that , as cultural shifts leave Disciples 

congregat ions and wider m inist r ies in the m idst of unset t ling 

change, we are r ight to seek out Jesus. I n the m idst of our chal-

lenges, Jesus offers a healing touch and an invitat ion to share in 

the feast of his abundance . 

Make Your Reservations No w 

 

You should m ake your hotel  reservat ions now. 

Room s in nearby hotels are rapidly filling. Reserva-

t ion form s may be found at www.disciples.org/ga/

housing/

  

Regist rat ion form s for the Assem bly may be found 

at www.disciples.org/ga/registration/ . 

 

Hotel reservat ions and Assem bly regist rat ion m ay 

be done online or by mail. 

 

See you in Fort Worth next July 
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