The Wind and Waves

Coastal Plains Area
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
in the Southwest

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Your Christmas Offering Will Help Support
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® Regional programming for Disciples Men,
Disciples Women, and Disciples Youth;

Go Tell 1t on the Mountain

® Hosting a biennial assembly bringing mem-

Yes, Go Tell It On The Mountain. Tell it boldly “"over the hills and . )
bers together for worship and fellowship;

everywhere.” Your generous donation will tell that you made a

difference this Holy Season. It will tell that you cared and shared in the ® Plus a host of other activities enhancing the

Christian Church (DoC) in the Southwest Christmas Offering of 2006. spiritual lives of those 80,000 members who
make up the Christian Church (Disciples of

The Christmas offering is very important to the mission of the Southwest Christ) in the Southwest.

Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Every dollar contrib- Plan now to be a part of this special
uted by Southwest congregations comes back to the Region. offering out of God's abundance.
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Thanks for the memories....

Herb's Thyme 2

Area Greeting ....and for your friendship and support during the past years. | am retiring as

Thank You Assistant to the Area Minister at year’s end and | will be leaving with very mixed
feelings.

From the Moderator 3 . L .

Area Staff Thanks I have been blessed to have the opportunity of shared ministry and fellowship

with all of you. | have been encouraged by your support and strengthened by

Ministers Week your willingness to engage in the work and ministry of the Coastal Plains Area.

Newsletter Deadline
I especially thank Herb Lynskey for his confidence in me; and for daring to

New Church \_/'S'On 4 suggest that | could do the job. He has not only been a good friend, but also

Clergy Summit my minister. | have learned much about ministry from him.

L'_Cef‘SEd Ministers Dates 5 Lucie Lichenstein will always hold a special place in my heart as | remember

Disciple You our experience of working together in a shared office. Thanks to Marilyn Duncan

Men's Retreat who gladly and quickly took up the administrative work when Lucie had to leave
because of poor health. Both of these people made the workplace a happy place.

Youth Corner 6

Around the Area I thank the Coastal Plains Area for the lovely plate and chalice that was used for

House in a Box the Clergy Advent Worship. It will serve as a reminder of the best time of my life.

CPA Office Hours Doyle Simpson
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And We are all unique and that in
itself is delightful if we can but
remember and cherish the differ-
ences. Macrina Wiederkehr

Advent...it is a time of waiting...
and watching...a time of wonder
and wondering. Itis a time we

can use to review that which is

past and a time we can prepare

for what is to come.

On Wednesday, December 6,
Suzy and | were awakened early
in the morning by the ringing of
the phone. The nurse asked us
to come to the hospital as quickly
as possible. Her father was
there. As we entered his room
we were aware of why they had
called. His body finally had failed
him. He had died.

Advent is a time we can use to
review that which is past. Itis a
time when we can choose to
bring forward and keep in our
lives those people and their
importance to us.

Among others we called was
Suzy's daughter, Amanda. She
asked if we would stay until she
arrived at the hospital. As we
waited for her to arrive, we

called my daughter, Kelly, who is

due to have a baby this month,

to inform her of Mr. Hill's death.
An hour later, Kelly called back.

She said, "I was just about to call
you when you called me. | didn't
want to say anything then but |

want you to know | began having
labor pains this morning about

4:00 am.

Advent is a time of waiting...
and watching...a time of

wonder and wondering.

Advent is a time we can use to
prepare ourselves for what is to
come. lItis atime we can choose
to continue old ways, if they are
indeed working for us in a

healthy way; or it can also be a
time we can choose a new way of
doing things.

My Advent this year began by
standing next to the death bed of

my beloved father -in-law, William
Carroll Hill. It continued the next
few days by listening to the sto-

ries of his life...from his daughter
and my wife, from her sisters, his
sole surviving brother, and his
grandchildren. As the time of the

Thank you....

funeral approached, it became
obvious each person was going to
remember their own stories, from
their own perspective, of how his

love had touched their lives. Each
was grieving in their own way.

My Advent continues as we all
wait, for Kelly and Aaron’s son,
my first grandchild to be born.
Christmas gifts are wrapped.

New baby gifts are wrapped.

Bags are packed awaiting the

call. There is an excited anticipa-
tion about what the next few

days will hold. And what Ethan

will be like...and what God will call
Ethan to be in this life...and...
and...and

My Advent has been filled with
tears of life -ending grief for Mr.
Hill and will see tears of absolute
joy for the life  -beginning birth of
Ethan.

Once again, during this Advent, |

will hold on to the hope of the

coming of the Christ child, and

pray for peace on this earth...a
peace which this world thinks im-
possible...but which the Creator of
humankind knows can be. This

time | have to admit, it's a little
more personal...I’'m going to be a
grandfather.

For more than eighty-nine years my father, William Carroll Hill,

shared his love with family, friends and associates.

His Christian

beliefs and his positive outlook on life allowed him to form
relationships with people from many different backgrounds.

He was a charitable and compassionate man. |

want to thank

all of you, in the Coastal Plains Area, for your many kind
expressions of concern and sympathy upon his death. Itis

always nice to be remembered.

| also want to thank, Rev.

Wayne Ivey, for being my father's minister this past year.

In Christ's Love, Suzy Lynskey
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