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Coastal Plains Area

Christian Church (Disciples of Christéi ?
in the Southwest

CALLING ALL DISCIPLES (and anyone else) TO OUR NEXT DISCIPLE Y.O.U.!

WHEN:
WHERE:
TOPIC:
COST:

LEADER:

NET RESULTS
One-day Leadership Training Seminar

How to Assimilate Newcomers into Your Church

Saturday, September 22, 8:30AM-4:00pPM

Bethany Christian Church, 3223 Westheimer Road, Houston
“Welcome to the Family: How to Assimilate Newcomers into Your Church”
$15 per person (This includes the seminar itself and lunch)

Dr. Chip Arn, of Net Results

Dr. Arn is a leading authority in the field of congregational health, renewal, and growth. He has designed
a number of training courses and seminars in various aspects of church growth/health. He has authored
eight books and numerous articles dedicated to helping church leaders be good stewards of Christ’s
command to “...go and make disciples.”

To register, please call the Area Office — 713-789-8822
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Rev Lynskey to Begin Sabbatical,
Dr. Chuck Isbell to Serve as Interim

As a part of Rev. Lynskey’s call to serve as the Coastal Plains Area Minister
was the covenant that after he served five years, he would be eligible for a
three month sabbatical. Rev. Lynskey began his ministry as the Area Minister
in November, 2001, so he became eligible for his sabbatical in November,
2006. The covenant also includes that he will serve a minimum of one year
following his return

Rev. Lynskey, working with the leadership of the area, has scheduled his sab-
batical beginning on September 7, 2007 and ending on December 7, 2007.

Dr. Chuck Isbell, a retired Disciples’ minister, who has served as the Coastal
Plains Area Minister, has been called by the Executive Committee to serve as
the Interim Area Minister while Rev. Lynskey is on sabbatical. Dr. Isbell
will be in the office either Tuesday/Wednesday or Wednesday/Thursday each
week during the sabbatical time. He will work with the ongoing Search and
Call Committees, provide pastoral care for the clergy, be available for consulta-
tions with congregations, and manage any crisis Rev. Lynskey would nor-
mally handle.

We are excited and thankful for the leadership Dr. Isbell will provide during
this time.

Phone: 713.789.8822

Fax: 713.789.0996

Website: Wwww.cpadisciples.ord
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Email: cpa@cpadisciples.org



http://www.cpadisciples.org
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| am excited. | am excited that | will

On September 17, | will enter the

be leaving on Sabbatical in September.Monastery of St. Gertrude, in o g " 2
| have looked forward to this time for a Cottonwood, Idaho. There, under the Writing of a“workbook” for a spiritual
number of months. And the first thing guidance of Sister Lillian, | will ! -
| want to do is thank the Coastal Plainsparticipate in the Thirty Day Exercises P€gin a draft around the importance of
of St. Ignatius. These exercises created@ble talk.

Area for the understanding and
appreciation into the importance of
offering a sabbatical to your Area
Minister. It is a time to be used to
expand one’s concept of ministry, to
sharpen one’s gifts and graces for
ministry, to learn new insights and
skills, to rest, and to look forward
with hope. My sabbatical will begin
on September 7 and will end on
December 7.

Using a few days of vacation, Suzy an

I will fly to Boise, Idaho. We will drive

to the Teton Mountains and will spen
a couple of days rafting on the Snake

River. After that excitement we will

by St. Ignatius, hundreds and

a Spiritual Director, and to do some
writing. My writing will center on the

discipline/lectio divina retreat and to

hundreds of years ago have been usedAt the end of the retreat | will return to

by folks ever since. Itis an intentional
time when | will concentrate on my
relationship with my God. This work is
accomplished primarily by studying
scripture, reflection, meeting with a
Spiritual Director, and writing in a
journal. Thirty days seems like a long
time, but | trust my prayers and
discernment that has led me to this

g Place will provide the courage and
patience to find this time fruitful and

g meaningful.

When | leave the Monastery in Mid

stay at a Bed and Breakfast for a coupléctober, | will return to Southeast
of days and then head to Yellowstone. Texas. | will be staying at a lake house May God Bless You.

Neither one of us has ever visited this On Lake Livingston. There my plan is

National Park. Suzy will then fly back

to Houston.

to rest, play a little golf, do some

Kentucky where my intentional
spiritual formation began a number of
years ago. And while | am not
returning to the Abby of Gethsemane |
will be just down the road at a
hermitage in New Haven, Kentucky.
This hermitage was offered by the
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. During
thistime | will “write up” my

sabbatical experience and begin my
preparation to returning to Houston
and to my ministry here in the Coastal
Plains Area. | would ask for your
prayers during this time.

reading for my certification program as Peace through Christ, Herb

To My Friends & Colleagues in the CPA:

Thank you for the many amazing moments of growth
and opportunities to develop as a leader in the church. The
beautiful stole presented on my last Sunday will remind me
for years to come of the amazing & wonderful people of faith

in the Coastal Plains Area.

University Christian Church,
Houston, celebrated 47 years
in ministry with a
Founders’ Day Worship service
on July 8. Congratulations!

Blessings, Todd Adams

Cruse,

leader for the Sharing God'’s

News From Around the Area. . .

On Sunday, May 20, 2007 during the morning
worship service Ministers Sharon Hart, Larry

installed as ministers/pastors at First Christian
Church (DOC) in Huntsville, TX. Carol Carden
is a licensed minister who fulfills the positions
of Minister of Music, Pastoral Care and Church
Growth.
who fulfills the position of Associate Minister,
providing oversight for the Elders as well as being team leader for the
Sharing God’s Message Ministry Team.
minister who serves as Minister of Missions and Outreach and is team

ministry locally and internationally.
fulfilling their duties for some time prior to the installation service but it

was felt that the congregation needed to become more aware of their
roles and duties as well as become participants in their ministries.

and Carol Carden were “officially”

Are you connected? If you have
links to the Coastal Plains Area
from your church website, please
be certain they point to the
correct address:
http://www.cpadisciples.org/

Is your website linked correctly
from the CPA website?

Sharon Hart is an ordained minister

Larry Cruse is a licensed

Love Team which provides hands-on-
All three ministers have been

The Coastal Plains Area would
like to wish a very Happy

Birthday to Margaret Blackstone.
Margaret was the church

secretary at Bethany Christian

Church for 29 years!

A big 90th Birthday bash was
celebrated for Margaret on
Memorial Day weekend.




