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Week of Compassion continues to     
respond to the horrific devastation 
caused by the earthquake in Haiti.  
Please visit www. weekofcompassion.org/haiti  

to find more news of what Disciples are 
doing, and how you can help with donations, baby 
kits, medicine boxes, blankets and more.  
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It wasnôt but a few weeks after September 11, 

2001, when the phone rang in my home.  It was 

Doyle Simpson, chairperson, of the Coastal Plains 

Area Search and Call committee.  He shared the 

committee would like to extend the call to be the 

next CPA Minister.  Suzy and I had already prayed 

and shared much conversation about what we 

discerned as Godôs call upon the life of our family.  

We said, ñYes.ò   My ministry with the CPA began in 

November, 2001.   

My installation took place in the ñoldò sanctuary at 

Memorial Drive Christian Church, and Ralph Glenn, 

then the Regional Minister for the  Christian Church 

in the Southwest, preached at the service. He 

challenged me and the Area.  He laid before us the 

call of our God to strengthen Godôs kingdom in this 

small corner of the world.  Since then Ralph has 

realized the fullness of all the promises God has 

made to all of us, Ralph has realized and 

participated in the Great Banquet that awaits us all.  

I still miss him.  

On May 2, 2002, my mother, Maxine, realized those 

same promises.  She and my father gave me the 

foundations of faith to have the audacity to even 

think I could be a minister, to attend seminary, and 

to be ordained into the Order of Ministry in the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and into 

Godôs holy catholic church.  I still talk and listen to 

my eighty -nine year old father on the phone and to 

my mother in my prayer life.  I still miss her.  

During the past eight plus years I also met Katrina, 

Rita, Ike, and some of their smaller brothers and 

sisters.  They battered and devastated the Gulf 

Coast three times in just a few months.  We 

welcomed refugees from Louisiana and gave them 

room, board, and hope.  Then those that offered 

places of safety were suddenly on the road seeking 

safety and refuge ourselves.  The churches of this 

Area stood up, welcomed, and fed hundreds, 

thousands of people in place after place after place. 

For awhile Godôs family practiced being One family, 

One Faith, One God as much or more than at any 

time of my life.  

During my time with the Coastal Plains Area we 

have laughed together, and cried, and cleaned up 

after one hurricane and waited for the next.  Since 

November, 2001, we have learned from speakers 

and workshop leaders, and each other in the area.  

We have been inspired by those speaking and 

teaching the Word of God as we gathered as a part 

of the larger Disciple family.  We have said good 

bye to clergy and laity alike, and we have 

welcomed new ministers, new members, always 

working to create churches that were healthy and 

safe havens from the world.  We have given more 

depth and meaning to an already excellent Licensed 

Ministers Program that has touched congregations 

far beyond our local area.   

We closed some congregations as acts of 

courageous stewardship and began new churches 

with courageous faith.  At the first CPA Assembly 

we laid forth the challenge of beginning a new 

permanent fund.  Our initial offering was $5,000.  

Today, our permanent funds total over $1,000,000.  

We are thankful for the abundance that helps to 

underwrite new church ministry, educational events 

for the licensed ministers and the area, and to 

encourage hands on mission trips by our local 

congregations.  The youth and camping program 

continues to offer young people challenge, 

relationships, and fun, all the while helping to build 

stronger foundations in their faith.  

I want to thank two churches and two staffs in 

particular.  The first is Taylor Lake Christian Church 

in Seabrook.  Wayne Ivey, sr. minister, and Madella 

Williams, assoc. minister, welcomed me and my 

family, ministered to us, and let us worship as just 

plain folk and not as the area ministerôs family.  

Wayne, just enough on the edge to keep me on my 

toes, a very good preacher, and not afraid to call 

me to task, will always be a friend.  Madella once 

served on the same staff as I.  She and I worked so 

well together, she simply was a sacrament of Godôs 

love in my life.  The second family of faith is the 

kind folk of First Christian Church in Huntsville.  

When we moved ñto the Lakeò Kyle Dennis, sr. 

minister, and Sharon Hart, assoc. minister, along 

with the members and friends of the church opened 

their arms and welcomed Suzy and I as members 

of the family.  Kyle has been attentive as a pastor 

(Continued on page 3)  

by Herb Lynskey, Coastal Plains Area Minister  

herbõsherbõsherbõs   thyme   thyme   thyme      
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CPA EVENTS CPA EVENTS   

CALENDARCALENDAR   

FEBRUARY 

  12  Deadline, CYF Mid -Winter  
 12 -13  Licensing Interviews  
 16  Clergy Day of Silence  
 18  CPA Execs  
 18  CPA MPT 
 19 -20  BBA/CPA Menôs Retreat 

 21  Herbôs Retirement Celebration 
 26 -28  CYF Mid-Winter   
 

MARCH  
 6 LI MIN Education Event  
 6 CPA DWM Execs  

 10  CPA Execs  
 10  CPA MPT 
 13  DCCI Board  
 

APRIL  

 4 EASTER 
 14  CPA Execs  
 14  CPA MPT 
 17  Restore Retreat  

to all the changes of our lives.  He is one of the most creative 

pastors I have ever had the privilege to worship with.  Sharon, 

even through her own challenges and losses, has time and 

again, pastored the Lynskeys.   

You can ask each congregation, and they might say, it is really 

nice to have the Area Minister in your congregation, but do not 

expect to see him much, yet they ministered always.  

In the end through lifeôs laughter and tears, I believe the CPA 

built on the foundation laid by Dr. Charles Isbell, my 

predecessor, and is a stronger witness to the Love of God.  Not 

because of me, but because of you. In that spirit, I would like to 

think, the work of the leaders of the area and all those in the 

local churches, have strengthened this small part of Godôs 

Kingdom in our world.    

Suzy and I have met friends we will keep forever, and we will 

miss the good folks of the CPA.  I look forward to being with you 

at the celebration of ministry on February 21, at the Woodlands 

Christian Church.  

Thank you for calling me to be your Area Minister, it has been a 

heck of a memorable ride.  

For the final timeé. 

Peace through Christ,   

Herb  

(Continued from page 2)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter has really visited the CPA this year!  

Many of us had frozen water pipes and plants, snow and 
other happenings from the low teen temperatures already 
this winter season. As a warm weather Texan, this was 

too much of a reminder of my familyôs eight winters in the 
North. I can hardly wait for March to come.  

A major change is coming to our Area soon. With Area 

Minister Herb Lynskeyôs recent announcement that he will 
be retiring, your moderator -elect, Andy Brink and I have 
been developing plans for our moving into the next phase 

of life in this Area. We are selecting a Search and Call 
committee that will be working with our Regional Minister, 
Dani Cartwright to select our next Area Minister.  

Prior to selecting this new minister, we plan to select an 
Interim Minister to guide us through a transition period.  

We are also planning for our Area Assembly on Sunday 
afternoon, May 2nd  from 3 to 5PM. Kingwood Christian 
Church has graciously agreed to be the host for this 

assembly. The new Jarvis Christian College President, Dr. 
Cornell Thomas will be the keynote speaker. Please plan 
to join us for our annual time of worship and fellowship 

together.  

I am so pleased to hear about how Rev. Robert and Mindy 
Fugarino are progressing with the CPAôs new church start 

in the Northwest area. They have attended several 
churches around this Area and have some Home Groups 
meeting. Several of our larger CPA churches are making 

major contributions to Mindy and Robertôs ministry. 
Others are also making contributions to facilitate this 
fledgling churchôs efforts in getting off to a great start. 

Thanks to all of you for your support of this new church 
and the CPA.  

If anyone needs to contact me, I can be reached at      

281 -537 -1754, or at nathanhig@sbcglobal.net . 

May God guide and direct us as we move through these 
changing times for the CPA.  

Shalom,  

Nathan Higginbotham  

 

ModeratorôsModeratorôsModeratorôs 
MomentMomentMoment    

By Nathan Higginbotha m  

Coastal Plains Area Moderator  
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SPRING CONTINUING ED EVENTSPRING CONTINUING ED EVENTSPRING CONTINUING ED EVENT    

MARCH 6MARCH 6MARCH 6    

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, HOUSTON  

1601 Sunset Blvd., Houston 77005  

 

The Theology The Theology The Theology    
of Missionsof Missionsof Missions    

 

 

WORKSHOP LEADER:   

THE REV. CARL ZERWECK, III  
Director, Disciples Volunteering  
 

Rev. Zerweck has been involved in 

starting three Habitat For Humanity 

organizations, and has helped build 

more than 30 Habitat homes 

around the country. Volunteer  

mission work has been central to 

his life  and ministry for 25 years. 

He has led or participated in more 

than 75 mission trips and projects.  

 

COSTð$15 (includes lunch)  

Call Marilyn at 713.789.8822  

for reservations  
 

Schedule:  

 9:00  Gathering & Registration  
 10:00  Workshop Begins  

 12:00  Lunch  
 3:00  End 
 

 

This is a required event for  

participants in the Coastal Plains 

Area Committee on Ministry  

Licensing Program.  

mailto:nathan@ccsw.org

